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When crisis is 

another opportunity 

investment projects which will be realized in the 
next three or four years - the combined methanol 
and ammonia unit, sulphiric acid and dimethyl ether 
production facilities. In all three cases the Company 
obtained the federal support. All the above listed 
projects provide for production of 
import-substituting products and, and which is 
more, in significant amounts. 

On June 17, 2016, the regional government and 
Schekinoazot confirmed their cooperation 
intentions officially. Within the framework of the 
St. Petersburg International Economic Forum XX, 
where Aleksey Dyumin, the Head of the Region, 
and Boris Sokol, the President of Schekinoazot, 
participated, an agreement on government and 
Schekinoazot’s cooperation in implementation of 
the investment project of construction of the 
complex comprising the 450 KTA methanol 
production facility and 135 KTA ammonia 
production facility was signed. The document was 
signed by Aleksey Dyumin and Boris Sokol. 

During a visit of Igor Sechin, the Board 
Chairman and Vice President of the Board of 
Directors of Rosneft, an issue of benzene supplies 
to Schekinoazot was solved, with assistance from 
the Governor of the Tula Region. Schekinoazot is 
among major consumers of benzene produced by 
Rosneft. Large-scale production revamping is 
aimed at turnout increase, so the raw material issue 
is quite vital. And the agreement on benzene 
supplies was reached. 

 

Work to live 

THE Schekinoazot employees have a good tradition 
of creating a special social and cultural space 
around the plant. This tradition revived when the 
Strategic Development Program of Schekinoazot 
started. But here the matter does not come to 
common support of education and public health 
service. This is just what everyone can 
comprehend: the company needs proper 
resources, including labour ones. And contributions 
to a so-called human factor are rewarded with 
interest. But one can always say: we pay normal 
salaries and significant taxes. What else?.. 

There is still a lot of “else”. Transformation 
beyond recognition of the Pervomaysky village - 
from its appearance till spiritual component. Repair 
of roads, toilettage of old houses, helping to 
reconstruct the old park founded even by the 
builders of the Schekino gas plant. Plus total 
upgrade of the Yubileyny House of Sports, with 
creation of a modern boxing center, overhaul and 
complete retrofitting of a swimming pool - all these 
require significant expenditures. But, thanks largely 
to the above, the Pervomaysky village becomes a 
center of attraction not only in the Shchekino 
District. Living here is considered to be prestigious, 
and it is only the beginning. No doubt that the 
people living in the Pervomaysky village, Shchekino 
will be glad to be employed by Shchekinoazot. In 
addition to modern, high technologies, interesting 
job and high salary, the Company offers a benefits 
package which is not limited to the requirements of 
the labour legislation. Free sports and arts activities 
for children and adults, organized summer leisure 
of youngsters, family trips to the seashore in Anapa 
- all these are largely undertaken by the Company. 
Thus, for example, 250 employees of 
Shchekinoazot and their families had a leisure trip 
to the Black Sea shore this year, which cost three 
plus million rubles for the Company. But these 
expenditures are considered to be justified here, 
and, certainly, the gratitude for efficient and 
highly-proficient labour, affection and commitment 
to the profession of the people who have managed 
to build and achieve so much. 

And so many new projects are still ahead. 
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for start 

Each year is a stage. This is us who 
determine what this stage will be like: hard 
or easy, idle or busy, successful or 
wasted. 

 
Boris SOKOL, President of Shchekinoazot: 
“Today we feel the governmental support as 
we never did...” 

Shchekinoazot possesses capabilities of 
developing the petrochemical cluster on the 
basis of the Pervomaysky industrial park. But 
alongside with that Shchekinoazot implements 
the projects having no direct relation to the 
production process. Construction of new 
treatment facilities is meant here. This is another 
proof that owners and management of the 
Company strive for environmental friendliness 
and safety of the production process. 

 

It is hard to be a leader 

CRISES come and go whereas a good product 
remains in demand by the market without any 
change. This comprehensible idea is far from 
being easy in implementation. If the business 
activity stagnates, as it happens now, when the 
global economy experiences certain difficulties, a 
price for products manufactured by companies 
drops inevitably. While construction and 
installation of modern production facilities, 
purchase of brand new technologies are 
impossible without loans, moreover foreign 
currency loans. 

- The work of our chemical specialists has 
never been easy, - Boris SOKOL, the 
President of Shchekinoazot, explains. - Most 
tasks have been historically solved not thanks to 
circumstances rather than in spite of them. 
Recalling even the first stage of gas plant 
construction in 1946 is quite enough. Or, for 
example, the economical experiment in 
Shchekino in 60-70s of the last century. 

Present day has its own difficulties. This 
mobilizes, forces to find the ways out of, as what 
could seem, dead-end situations. Besides, it is 
now when we feel the governmental support as 
we never did, namely, the support of the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade of Russia and the 
Department of Industry and Fuel and Energy 
Sector of the Tula Region. Special gratitude for 
this support, which reveals itself as real working 
programs, as patronage of our projects, must be 
given to the regional government and Aleksey 
Dyumin, the Governor of the Tula Region… 

The help is really essential. According to 
results of the competition among Russia’s major 
chemical companies, the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade of Russia has granted Shchekinoazot a 
right for federal aids to partially compensate for 
the interest on credits taken by the Company for 
implementation of new projects. It is worth noting 
that over fifty companies and one and half as 
many projects participated in the competition. 
Shchekinoazot has presented three 

 
Shchekinoazot continues implementing the construction project of the complex of methanol 
and ammonia production facilities М-450/А-135 on its industrial site. 

THERE is no problem of selection in 
Shchekinoazot, here the stimulus for permanent 
development has been given once and for ever. 
The strategic program designed up to 2018 with 
an investment amount of over 882 mln dollars 
has already experienced major changes and 
been prolonged to 2028. It is not postponing of 
due dates rather than development and 
implementation of new projects, construction of 
new facilities, application of new supermodern 
technologies. 
 

New life in new technologies  
REVAMPING the production facility is always a 
highly complicated and largely stressful process. 
And what if the running plant is being revamped? 
And it is not that the equipment is merely 
upgraded rather than the technologies are 
changed drastically? 

From 2005 till 2014 Shchekinoazot 
implemented 10 large-scale projects. Many 
production facilities and shops were upgraded, 
new hydrogen and urea-formaldehyde units were 
built. But one of the most significant projects is 
probably М-450 that ensures production of 450 
thousand tons per year of methanol highly 
demanded by the market. It is a good opportunity 
for Shchekinoazot to strengthen its position both 
in domestic and foreign markets. Besides, a new 
technology developed by the world-known 
Danish company Haldor Topsoe is based on 
efficient use of resources and, therefore, on 
minimizing the environmental effect. 

By the way, the due dates of this project 
completion fell within the crisis period. Some 
might think it was reckless. There were still some 
ill-wishers who desired things to go this way. But 
in 2011, the M-450 unit was put into operation, 
exactly according to the plan, and allowed the 
Company to take one of leading positions in 
methanol production in Russia. Congratulations 
in this regard could still be heard when 
Shchekinoazot proceeded to the next project - 
construction of a modern integrated 450 KTA 
methanol and 135 KTA ammonia unit, in 
cooperation with Haldor Topsoe. It is to be 
commissioned in 2018. Still the year to come 
promises to be decisive in many aspects - 
completion of construction and installation of the 
unique equipment are ahead. Works on the 
construction site never stop even in winter time. 
And the new facility can be literally seen growing 
up. 

Implementation of this project will add 200 new 
working places in the region. Shchekinoazot 
invests 19 bln roubles in the production facility. 

 

Short- and long-term plans 
ANOTHER unique project, a 20 KTA perfume 
quality dimethyl ether production facility, is 
constructed on the Shchekinoazot industrial site in 
cooperation with German company PCC SE. It will 
allow releasing a Russian product to the market, 
which has no analogues produced by the Russian 
industry so far. 

Plus, as early as in 2015 a decision was made 
to launch the construction of two production 
facilities: a 200 KTA sulfuric acid facility and an 
ammonia sulphate compaction unit, with 
participation of our Chinese partners. Ammonia 
sulphate in pelleted form will be delivered to the 
market in the year to come, such form facilitating 
not only transportation of this fertilizer demanded 
by the market but also its practical application. 

The methanol and ammonia complex will be 
followed by construction of the bulk ammonia and 
urea unit on the Shchekinoazot site. A 
complicated project based on brand new 
technologies requires about one and a half billion 
dollars of investments. 

As far as plans are concerned, methanol 
production remains the top priority. Intentions to 
build the M-500 unit have already been 
announced, which will make the Company second 
to none leader in methanol production. 

   
Facades of over 30 houses in the Pervomaysky village have been 
repaired by Shchekinoazot at its own expense. 

The Yubileyny House of Sports has seen a new modern boxing center 
and totally retrofitted swimming pool. 

 


